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EXHIBITIONS
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2020            
2020            
2019           
2018             

EDUCATION
2020 - 2021
PROMOS scholarship, DAAD 
universität der künste - 
berlin/japan

2017 - now
product design 
universität der künste - berlin

2015 - 2016
foundation year
MAFAD - maastricht academy
of fine arts and design

2011 - 2015
interior & design
citaverdecollege - maastricht

SKILLS
abobe photoshop
adobe indesign
adobe illustrator
adobe premiere pro
blender
solidworks
rhinoceros 3D

(product) photography

rapid prototyping:  
textile:    
ceramics / porcelain:  
paper:

LANGUAGES
dutch
german
english
japanese

EXPERIENCE
now - october 2021
GERMAN DESIGN GRADUATES
assistant exhibition planning

april - now
student assistant prof. ineke hans

july -  january 2021
textile design internship 
community project yabumae
akita, japan

october - march 2020
student assistant prof. axel kufus

october 2019
GERMAN DESIGN GRADUATES
assistant exhibition planning

april - october 2019
student assistant prof. ineke hans

march 2019
hotic - istanbul
short internship in shoe manufacturing

august/december 2016
BAM! keramiek - utrecht
ceramic tableware production

werfklei - utrecht
pottery workshop

maatwerk tegels - utrecht
short internship in tile manufacturing

august/december 2014
flamant - antwerp
retail, visual merchandising

ABOUT ME
i am esmée, a product design student from the netherlands 
who is studying at the university of arts in berlin. 
my focus lays on materials of the future, the life and 
afterlife of products and the impact they have on our 
society and environment

3d printing, scanning, lasering
sewing, knitting, dyeing, screenprinting 
moulds, handforming, wheel throwing
lithography, screenprinting

DESIGN LAB #9 NEOBIONTEN, Kunstgewerbemuseum, Berlin, DE
Vorspiel TRANSMEDIALE, Design Transfer, Berlin, DE
GLOBAL GRAD SHOW, Dubai Design Week, AE
ANTENNA, Dutch Design Week, Eindhoven, NL
INTERCONNECTED, Design Transfer, Berlin, DE
INTERVENTION #4, Bauhaus Archiv Berlin, DE
4th ISTANBUL DESIGN BIENNIAL, Akbank Sanat, TR
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In a coorperation between 
Kunstgewerbemuseum and 
the Universität der Künste, 
we students were asked 
to find new interpretations 
of existing artifacts out of 
the museum’s collection. 
The focus of the projects 
is to transform these 
objects to a new life by 
interventions, so that they 
can establish themselves 
in a new form in today’s 
and future living spaces. 



The medieval baking mould distinguishes 
itself from the Kunstgewerbemuseum’s 
collection. Unlike many of the valuable and 
appreciated objects in the museum there 
were neither a special material nor high 

skills needed to produce this mould. 
Besides, not many everyday 

objects or kitchen tools 
that were used by ordinary 

people are being displayed. 
The moulds are made out 
of soap- or limestone 
which are engraved to 
show a relief image on 
the baked goods. 
The iconography depicted 

on these moulds is hard to 
recognize because of  the 

mould’s age and the way it 
is presented in the museum. 

By seeing the object displayed in 
the museum one can hardly imagine how it 
was used. 
How can we experience the former usage 
of a tool when presented in a context so 
different from its actual practice context? 



The Kunstgewerbemuseum is filled 
with beautifully manufactured 
objects we cannot intuitively 
understand: we don’t know how 
they were made and how they 
were used. How do we deal with an 
object when we cannot relate to its 
actual practice context anymore? 



Can we make up our own stories? Through 
memes (information spread by imitation) 
new stories about some objects of the 
collection are invented. The texts specu-
late about possible contexts in which this 
object once may have lived, is living now or 
will live in the future. In this way, the 
museum does not only function as an 
archive of the past but also as a space for 
new sorts of interaction with objects.



Inspired on the medieval baking 
moulds and it’s function of tell-
ing a story by showing an image, 
these memes are distributed in 
form of a biscuit and a stamp. 
Thus, the meme find its way to 
the place where stories are told: 
the mouth.





      

  

  
  



Samson-Aquamanile
Niedersachsen, 2. Viertel 12. 
Jahrhundert
Messing, gegossen und zilesiert, 
rotbraun patiniert
H. 23,8 cm L. 29,8 cm
Derartige Gießgefäße dienten als Gerät zur Handwaschung 
im kirchlichen wie im häuslichen Gebrauch. In figürlicher Form 
sind sie schon aus antiker Zeit bekannt, in der eines Tieres, 
vor allem in der eines Löwen mit einer biblischen Gestalt, mit 
Samsons als Löwenbezwinger verbunden. Samson kniet auf 
dem Rücken des Löwen und packt ihn den Ohren als wolle er 
den Kopf des Raubtieres zurückbiegen, wobei er den linken 
Fuß in das Genick des Löwen stemmt. In der hochgestreckten, 
majestätischen Haltung des ruhig stehende Löwen spiegelt 
sich jedoch nichts von einem Kampf wider, ebenso in der 
schlanken, fast zierlichen Gestalt des Samson. Vor allem die 
frühen Zeugnisse solcher Gießgefäße, wie dieses, lassen 
islamische bronzene Tiergefäße als Vorbild vermuten.
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BAKING STORIES

Herstellungsdatum: 45 g















>>>>



KO
  DO 
   MO

2018



KODOMO is made 
for people with 
small living spaces 
in berlin, like me. 



the table and chair combina-
tion is made for being able to 
work at a desk but at the same 
time having the workspace not 
taking too much space. the 
chair and table have the same 
form but are different in size 
and connected to eachother,  
a bit like mother and child. the 
chair can be stacked under the 
table when not being used. 



1 m² metal sheet
with 1 mm thickness
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the 
intelligent 
curtain

2020



In the coming years 
temperatures will rise 

worldwide 

Summers are getting 
hotter and hotter, and it 
becomes more difficult 

to cool down your 4th floor 
Altbauwohnungszimmer* 

without any cooling 
equipment

*room in old style building, usually not well insulated



PLUSMINUS 25° is a solution to 
that:  a temperature regulating 
curtain that maintains itself 
without the use of electricity. 
It offers an alternative to power 
consuming convential cooling 
equipment like air conditioners 
that are bad for our health and 
support climate change.



click to play video

or click here



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5AsdxbP0RZ0


how does it work?



different layers of PCM 
containting paint are screen 
printed on fabric





why a curtain?



summer winter
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A huge amount of food 
waste is created by the 
catering industry and 
restaurants. Some of 
it can be avoidable, but 
some not that easy. 



With inedible animal food 
waste, like eggshells, oys-
tershells and bones I tried 
to create a material which 
could offer an alternative 
to ceramics, by replacing 
traditional ingredients by 
local waste products. 



In earlier days whole animals 
were used for food and crafts 
material. Nowadays the whole 
animal – including bones and 
shells – is only used on an 
industrial scale. On a small 
scale however, like in the gas-
tronomy, only the edible parts 
get consumed, inedible animal 

parts are considered as waste.
With inedible animal food 
waste, that I got from local 
restaurants, cafes and butchers 
I try to create a material which 
could offer an alternative to 
ceramics, by replacing 
ingredients that could be 
getting scarce in our future.





porsella
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oh don’t we all 
just wish we 
could dream all 
day? with your 
head up in the sky 
floating between 
f l u f f y m a r s H -
mellow clouds





KUMO is made for 
dreamers, like I am

They take you high
up in the sky, 
without having to 
actually get high



the ‘wings’ are 
made out of 
resin

injection 
moulded 
by hand



3d printed mould
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